ADOPT-A-BOOK FROM THE ABBOTSFORD LIBRARY

[ 2021/22 Catalogue ]

SPONSORSHIP BENEFITS
In return for the adoption, sponsors will receive ❖ Their name added to the Abbotsford Library online catalogue, used by enthusiasts and
researchers from around the world
❖ The opportunity to arrange a private consultation at Abbotsford to see the volume following
its conservation work
❖ A season pass to Abbotsford, entitling them to visit as many times as they wish from March
1st- November 30th
❖ Special acknowledgement in the Abbotsford newsletter
❖ A personalised adoption certificate in the post to remember their contribution

THE STORY OF THE ABBOTSFORD LIBRARY
The library at Abbotsford is entirely the creation of Sir Walter Scott: it begins with the chapbooks he collected as a child
and continues through the small volumes of poetry he annotated as a schoolboy and the sentimental books gifted to him
by his grandfather, mother and aunt. The lecture notes he took as a young law student can be found on our shelves, as well
as the poems he composed for his first love, Williamina Belsches, and the manuscript versions of the ballads he collected
whilst compiling The Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border.
Scott amassed vast numbers of books and tracts on the Covenanters and the Jacobites, together with the countless
volumes of history, geography, chivalry, folklore and witchcraft he used as source material for his own Waverley novels.

The shelves in his study are filled not only with practical reference works such as dictionaries and encyclopaedias, but also
with the contemporary instruction manuals on planting and tree-cultivation that he used to help him develop the land
around his home.
Scott believed in the power of self-education and that reading was the key, encouraging his youngest son to:
“Read my dear Charles, read and read that which is useful. Man only differs from birds and beasts because he has the
means of availing himself of the knowledge which has been acquired by his predecessors.”
The Abbotsford Library is now cared for by the Faculty of Advocates Abbotsford Collection Trust.
This is your opportunity to be a part of our story.

HOW TO ADOPT A BOOK

❖ Have a look through the catalogue. Each listing has the book title, an insight into the book
and its history, a brief description of the work that needs to be carried out and the expected
total cost of that work

❖ Select a book from our catalogue – or two!
❖ Contact us using the details at the end of this catalogue and our Development Officer will
arrange the adoption with you
❖ You can look forward to the sponsorship benefits, including receiving your adoption
certificate in the post

1

Io Augusti Ernesti Clavis Ciceroniana sive Indices rerum et
verborum philologico-critici in opera Ciceronis
By Johann August Ernesti
Published 1777
In January 1824, Sir Walter Scott received a beautiful gift from
his publisher Archibald Constable: a set of the classics bound
with gilded edges and stamped with Scott’s coat of arms.

“Yesterday I had the great pleasure in placing in my provisional
library the most splendid present as I in sincerity believe which
ever an author received from a bookseller, in the shape of the
inimitable Variorums. Who knows what new ideas the Classics
may suggest for I am determined to shake off the rust which
years has contracted and to read at least some of the most
capital of the ancients before I die”.
A number of these volumes now require conservation work to
repair damage to the original spines. This particular volume,
badly in need of your help, is an edition of the works of Cicero
by the German theologian and classicist Johann Ernesti.
We will:
•
Re-back in leather, retaining the original endpapers
•
Remount original spine and letter and tool new spine sections as in
the original
•
Clean the text block
£210

2

More wonders of the invisible world: or, The wonders of the invisible
world, display’d in five parts
Collected by Robert Calef
Published in 1700
The word ‘more’ in the title suggests that this was a response to an earlier work,
and that is indeed the case. Written by a cloth merchant without the benefit of
higher education, this is a bruising and brilliant contemporary attack on the
Salem Witch Trials and their key proponent, Cotton Mather. A Puritan minister,
Mather is one of the most influential religious leaders in American colonial
history and now known predominantly for his role in the infamous Witch Trials of
1692.
Mather’s Wonders of the Invisible World serves as a dark chronicle of the events
that unfolded that year, and Scott owned no less than three early editions of the
work. However, he was also interested in the dissenters that openly challenged
these brutal persecutions, and this publication by Robert Calef was central to that
cause. This body of Salem material is housed in cabinet O of the Abbotsford
Library and was kept under strict lock and key, even in Scott’s lifetime. To mark
this passion for New England history, Scott was made an honorary member of the
Massachusetts Historical Society by his friends across the water.
We will:
•
Conservation clean
•
Re-back in leather
•
Retain as much of the original spine as possible and retool new
sections as in the original
•
Retain original endpapers
£190

3

The death of Wallenstein. : A tragedy in five acts
Translated from the German of Frederick Schiller by S. T. Coleridge
1800
In the 1790s Scott developed an insatiable passion for the ballads and plays of
the German tradition, influenced by his network of friends and tutors at the
University of Edinburgh. Some of his earliest literary projects were
translations of such works, including the tragedy Fiesco, an earlier play by
Schiller. Other Romantic poets such as Samuel Taylor Coleridge were equally
struck by the high drama and intense emotion of the German tradition,
describing Schiller’s capability to incite ‘convulsions of the heart.’ Early in his
career, Coleridge turned his hand to translations of German works (as did
Scott), and this edition of Wallenstein in 1800 was his first.
Scott greatly admired this translation, claiming that “Coleridge made Schiller’s
Wallenstein far finer than he found it.” Though the two men were cool
acquaintances rather than fast friends, Scott also favoured Coleridge’s
original compositions in the ballad form, and The Lay of the Last Minstrel
owes a considerable debt to Coleridge’s influences.
We will:
•
Re-back in leather
•
Retain original endpapers
•
Conservation clean
•
Save what we can of the original spine and remount, but letter and
tool the new spine as the original.

£220

4

Proofs of a conspiracy against all the religions and governments of
Europe
By John Robison
1798
John Robison was a true son of the Scottish Enlightenment, a mathematician,
philosopher and engineer who, like Scott, penned articles for the Encyclopedia
Brittanica.
Whilst holding his professorship at the University of Edinburgh, Robison published this
history of the French Revolution, but it is a history grounded in what we might now
term conspiracy theory. The core of Robison‘s argument is that the French Revolution
was infiltrated and driven by secret societies for their own clandestine purposes,
notably the Illuminati. Indeed this view gained significant traction in conservative
circles towards the end of the 18th century.
Scott‘s copy is special for another reason. It is in fact the author‘s copy, heavily
annotated throughout. Latterly it belonged to William Erskine, Lord Kinneder, one of
Scott‘s dearest friends. Erskine had married Robison‘s daughter and sadly died in
August 1822, just as Scott was poised to welcome Kign George IV to Scottish soil.
Scott‘s emotive note on the endpapers commemorates that this book came from the
sale of his beloved friend‘s library.
We will:
•
Conservation clean the volume
•
Re-back in leather
•
Replace the spine, replicating the original tooling and lettering

£200

5

Woodstock; or, The cavalier : A tale of the year sixteen hundred and
fifty-one, volume III
By Sir Walter Scott
1826
One of the curiosities of the Abbotsford Library is that it does not contain significant
quantities of Scott’s own work and where it does it is often fragmentary. This trend
would be reversed in the decades after his death when the family would collect
numerous editions of the Waverley Novels for their own individual book collections,
however no descendant would ever add to or adjust the composition or shelving order
of Scott’s personal Library.
This is why this unassuming volume from a clothbound set published in 1826 is so
important. Clothbinding was an innovation of the early 19th century but may have
represented a temporary protective measure for Scott, who we know was so particular
about the leather binding of so many of his volumes. 1826 was a year of great personal
strife for the author, from the unravelling of his finances to the death of his wife, and it
may well be that further intervention to preserve his own works and upgrade their
binding seemed hollow in this context.
We will:
•
Re-back the volume in cloth
•
Retain the original endpapers
•
Remount the original spine label

£90

6

The Baronage of Scotland
By Sir Robert Douglas
1798
This is one of the larger volumes in the Abbotsford Library, complete
with beautiful duck-egg blue marbling on its endpapers.
The Baronage is a major compendium of the noble and baronial
families of Scotland and their histories, compiled by one of Scotland’s
pre-eminent 18th-century genealogists. It has never been reprinted
and all existing copies, including Walter Scott’s, date from 1798 or
were directly copied in some way from an original copy.
This was an essential reference work for any nineteenth-century
historian of Scottish history, or indeed passionate about their own
ancestry. Sir Walter Scott was both in enthusiastic abundance, and
one of his bookmarks in the volume marks the entry on the Scotts of
Harden, his paternal ancestors.

We will:
•
Conservation clean throughout
•
Re-back in leather
•
Remount original spine if possible

£310

7

Travels to discover the source of the Nile, in the years 1768, 1769,
1770, 1771, 1772, & 1773
By James Bruce of Kinnaird, Esq. F.R.S.A.
1804-5
Scott had loved travel accounts since boyhood, and in a surviving letter
to the writer and poet Anna Seward, he reveals to her that he had read
this account of James Bruce’s travels across modern day Ethiopa in the
year that this edition was published. Scott toys with the idea of using
these kind of exploratory accounts to inspire a work of fiction, before
deciding that the original source would be too obvious to his reading
public.
Around the same time Scott, had befriended the explorer Mungo Park, a
key figure in the early exploration of West Africa, following the Niger
river in to territory previously undocumented by Westerners. Park was
to die in early 1806, a victim of the same river he had helped to put on
the map.

We will:
•
Conservation clean the text block
•
Re-back in leather
•
Remount original spines wherever possible

£190 per volume, six
remaining volumes
requiring
conservation work

8

Joshua redivivus, or Mr Rutherfoord's letters
By Samuel Rutherford
1664
Samuel Rutherford was born just outside Nisbet between the
Borders towns of Kelso and Jedburgh, and it is thought that he was
descended from the same cadet branch of the Rutherford family
as Sir Walter Scott. An author and a theologian, his strict
Presbyterianism and rejection of the Divine Right of Kings saw him
branded a non-conformist during the reign of Charles I. Indeed the
Restoration of the monarchy brought charges of treason to
Rutherford’s door, though he died before answering this charge.
Scott’s edition of his Letters is heavily annotated and bears the
names of two previous owners: Jeremiah Froysell and Joseph
Pronde.

We will:
•
Re-back in leather
•
Retain the original endpapers
•
Remount the original spine with blind lines as in the original

£165

9

Poems
By Alexander Wilson
1790
Scott said the following of the Paisley-born Alexander Wilson:
“Wilson was a man of very considerable powers & wanted only luck (but that
Is a sad want) to enable him to approach Burns.”

Wilson was a journey-man weaver who attempted to emulate the Immortal
Bard in 1790 by publishing 600 copies of this collection of his original poems
inspired by the classical, pastoral and ballad traditions. Sadly, sales were
sluggish and he found himself saddled with the exhausting task of selfpromotion, seemingly less fortunate in his friends and patrons than Robert
Burns.
This rejection took its toll and Wilson left Scotland and a life of poverty
behind him to start a new life in Philadelphia in 1794. There, he nurtured
burgeoning passions for ornithology and painting, and published American
Ornithology (1808-1814), a landmark illustrated work celebrating the birds of
North America.
We will:
•
Resew the text block
•
Re-back in leather
•
Retain original endpapers
•
Replace the original spine to replicate the original

£220

10

Rules of good deportment, or of good breeding. : For the use
of youth
By Adam Petrie
1720
In some cases we are able to pinpoint with a good deal of
accuracy when books entered Scott’s Library and why, aided by
their mention in correspondence or in Scott’s annotations in the
volumes themselves. Here, Scott records that this item is… “very
curious. A gift from Thomas Thomson Esq.”. Thomson was a
fellow advocate and antiquary whom Scott claimed “understands
more of old books, old laws, and old history, than any man in
Scotland.”
Scott was a keen bibliophile who was immediately alert to the
rarity of this work (only a handful of copies of this original
edition are known to survive today), and wrote to his friend
Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe on the subject in 1827 shortly after
acquiring this copy, suggesting he was considering its potential
for sale. Luckily for Abbotsford that did not come to pass.
We will:
•
Retain the original endpapers
•
Re-back in leather
•
Remount original spine.

£160

11

Love of country explained and illustrated. : A sermon,
preached at Musselburgh, May 3. 1801, before the corps of
Royal Mid-Lothian Volunteer Cavalry. Bound with A Town
Eclogue in a volume entitled ‘Tracts’
1801-1804
This interesting volume contains a number of smaller works, including a printed
copy of the rousing sermon preached by Andrew Brown to the Royal Midlothian
Volunteer Cavalry in 1801, an event attended by Walter Scott. Scott had joined
the Light Dragoons in 1797, pleased to offer his service in the defence of the
realm despite his physical disability: “I have the honour to be Secretary & Charge
d'affaires to the Royal Corps of Edinr. Volunteer light Dragoons, & am in
consequence quite a military man”…

The heavily annotated work pictured here is Drummond’s A Town Eclogue. This
satirical poem appeared in Edinburgh hot on the heels of the third volume of
Scott’s Minstrelsy in 1803. It contains the lines: “A modern author spends a
hundred leaves/ to prove his ancestors notorious thieves” (a comment on Scott’s
foolish fascination with his reiver ancestry). Scott always retained the ability to
laugh at himself and thought the anonymous author of this piece had
considerable satirical wit. Others were less than impressed, and Scott notes in his
copy that the poem was ‘quickly suppressed’ by others in positions of power.
We will:

£200
•
•
•

Re-back the volume
Retain original endpapers
Replicate original tooling on the spine

12

The most delectable, scriptural and pious history of the
famous and magnificent great eastern window (according to
beautiful portraitures) in St. Peter’s Cathedral, York
By Thomas Gent
1762
In Scott’s novel Ivanhoe, York Minster is described as “the
most august of temples.” The novel concludes in this most
beautiful of buildings with the marriage between Wilfrid of
Ivanhoe and Lady Rowena, ward of Cedric the Saxon.

Gent was a printer and resident of York known for his rustic
woodcuts. This work includes several large and delicate
woodcut throwouts that have deteriorated over their long life,
including this image of the east window of York Minster, a
feature that was the subject of one of the world’s most
complex conservation projects between 2005-18.

We will:
•
Conservation clean throughout
•
Complete paper conservation repair on the two damaged
throwouts
•
Re-back in leather
•
Retain original endpapers

£220

If you would like to adopt any of the books featured in this catalogue or would like to find out how
you could contribute more widely to the care and upkeep of Abbotsford, please contact:
Tania Murray
Development Officer
Tel: 01896 752043
Email: tania.murray@scottsabbotsford.co.uk
Abbotsford
Melrose
TD6 9BQ
www.scottsabbotsford.com

@AbbotsfordScott

#AdoptABook

