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Unlock Sir Walter’s “conundrum castle”…

Visit Abbotsford and discover the life, times and obsessions  
of one of Scotland’s most important national figures;  
a writer, but so much more than that too! 

Located in the heart of the beautiful Borders countryside, Abbotsford was built by  

Sir Walter Scott in the 19th century as a family home, work space and private museum 

and his interests can be seen in the amazing gothic architecture and interiors jam-packed 

with fascinating curios, artefacts, books and stories galore. 

Browse our programme and discover how pupils can unlock the mysteries and secrets 

of Abbotsford for themselves with one of our cross-curricular sessions. Delivered by 

our friendly, experienced team on-site, we offer a range of educational sessions spanning 

subject areas from social sciences and literacy to art and design, history and the sciences. 

Our sessions are interdisciplinary in nature and you don’t have to be studying Scott’s 

poetry or novels to meet your learning objectives at Abbotsford!

School groups can access the historic house, formal gardens and the wider estate during 

a visit, using our dedicated Learning Centre as a base. We also work closely with schools 

on bespoke projects and can tailor any of the sessions in this programme to your needs – 

please just contact our friendly Learning team to discuss your ideas. 

We’re looking forward to welcoming you soon!



Living in the Past
This lively session encourages children to think about their own lives 
and compare how we live now with life in the past. Pupils start their  
visit in the learning centre with an object handling session using real 
domestic objects such as a chamber pot, candlesticks and a hogshead. 
Discover how people kept clean, stayed warm and entertained 
themselves then explore the historic house and discover what life  
was like for Sir Walter and his family in his amazing house. 
 
A great session to introduce younger children to historic places  
and for thinking about health & wellbeing and staying healthy.

Curriculum links: Social Sciences, Health & Wellbeing,  
Literary and English
1.5 hours 
£3.50 per pupil

Stories and Songs: Sir Walter’s Lost Ideas
Sir Walter Scott’s pet dog Maida and Hinse the cat need your help;  
Sir Walter has lost all his ideas and he desperately needs them back 
to write more stories! Meet some colourful characters during an 
introductory story in the learning centre then go on a treasure hunt 
round the historic house with clues and objects to find and songs and 
actions to learn. A gentle, fun way to introduce young children to a 
historic place and the magic of storytelling. 

Curriculum links: Expressive Arts, Literacy and English,  
Social Sciences
2 hours
£3.50 per pupil

Early years sessions
These sessions are specifically designed for the Early Years and would suit children visiting  
us as part of a playgroup, nursery group or afterschool club. 

Please note these sessions are just a starting point and we can combine different activities, 
exploratory play, walks and snack time to suit your needs and the time available! 

Scott’s Sticks and Stories
Explore the beautiful woods and fields at Abbotsford on a fun  
guided walk and gather natural materials to create a special story  
stick as you go along. Inspired by Sir Walter’s journey sticks – which 
helped him to remember tales and ballads he gathered during his 
journeys around the Borders – this session introduces children to  
the great outdoors through storytelling and creative play.

Curriculum links: Expressive Arts, Literacy and English,  
Social Sciences
1.5 hours
£3.50 per pupil 

Fairy Tale Castles 
Scott created an unusual and fascinating home at Abbotsford! 
Explore the weird and wonderful shapes, textures and details of 
the building with observational drawing outside then build your 
own fairy tale castles and dens with found natural materials.  
This session builds children’s awareness and understanding of 
historical places and people through creative activities. 

Curriculum links: Expressive Arts, Literacy and English, 
Numeracy
1.5 hours
£3.50 per pupil 
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Visitor Centre Exhibition Visit
Who was Sir Walter Scott, what did he do and what impact did he have 
on Scotland and the rest of the world? Explore the objects, stories and 
treasures on display in our visitor centre exhibition and discover the life 
and work of one of Scotland’s greatest figures. Pupils use fun treasure 
hunt clues to discover objects and stories and group discussion to bring 
Scott’s story to life. Includes a new display on Scott’s passion for history 
and his role as an antiquarian. This session works well as an introduction 
to Scott before a visit to the historic house. 

Curriculum links: Expressive Arts, Literacy and English, Social Sciences
45 minutes – timings are flexible please discuss at time of booking 
£3.50 per pupil

Wild @ Abbotsford 
Explore the different ecosystems at Abbotsford with this fun session 
focusing on meadow, woodland and river habitats. Discover the plants, 
animals and insects which live in this unique environment through a 
variety of exciting activities including: tree identification; estimating the 
height and age of trees; insect sampling and analysis with nets and beating 
sheets; and pond dipping. Please note activities may vary due to season 
and weather conditions. 

Curriculum links: Sciences, Numeracy
Timings are flexible please discuss at time of booking
£3.50 per pupil

Curious Collections
Why do people collect objects? What is an ‘artefact’ and how do 
we know what’s ‘real’? How can we preserve objects and historic 
places and why is this important? Visit Abbotsford to explore these 
fascinating questions. Start your visit in our learning centre and handle 
a collection of domestic objects used in the house in the past to think 
about artefacts and what they tell us. Then explore Sir Walter’s home 
and discover the weird and wonderful objects he collected to inspire 
his writing and look for evidence of how we protect and care for this 
unique building. 

Curriculum links: Social Sciences, Literacy and English
1.5 hours  /  £3.50 per pupil 

Abbotsford: Cabinet of Curiosities
Follow in Scott’s footsteps and use his amazing collection of objects 
and artefacts as a stimulus for poetry and creative writing. Explore the 
historic house with a member of the learning team and discover a house 
jam-packed with strange objects and even stranger stories! This session 
encourages children to find and choose the objects and stories of most 
interest to them in the historic house and to develop their notes into 
a quick and fun list poem in a follow-up workshop. A great session for 
supporting literacy skills. 

Curriculum links: Literacy and English, Social Sciences
2 hours /  £3.50 per pupil 

A Visitor From the Past
Be transported back in time to the days of the Regency and meet Mrs 
Oakley - one of Sir Walter Scott’s closest friends! Dressed in period 
costume, our professional storyteller will guide you on a magical journey 
through Scott’s fascinating home packed full of curiosities. Hear legends 
and tales - historical and supernatural - of spirits, goblins and strange 
local events that inspired his stories and helped make him Scotland’s first 
literary superstar! Round up your visit in the learning centre with real ink 
and quill pens to make your own bookplate. 

Curriculum links: Expressive Arts, Literacy and English, Social Sciences
1.5 hours  /  £5.00 per pupil*

* Please note that this workshop requires a minimum of thirty children participating 

Primary sessions
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Choose from a range of activities to build a visit including:

• Exploring the gardens with a bag of visual tricks and tools  

• Exploring the gardens with cameras 

• Investigating the exterior of the building and looking for shapes, 
 colours and textures 

• Woodland walks making journey sticks

• Exploratory play in the playtrail with swing, tower slide,     
 balance beams, den-building area and mud kitchen

• Getting hands-on with horticultural tasks 

• Visiting the historic house 

Please contact the Learning team to discuss how we can help you make the most  
of a visit to Abbotsford.

Abbotsford: Cabinet of Curiosities
Follow in Scott’s footsteps and use his amazing collection of objects 
and artefacts as a stimulus for poetry and creative writing. Explore the 
historic house with a member of the learning team and discover a house 
jam-packed with strange objects and even stranger stories! This session 
encourages pupils to extract information from a variety of sources 
by taking notes as they explore. The follow-up workshop encourages 
students to reflect on what they have seen and heard and to distil their 
experience into a list poem. A great session for learners at all levels. 

Curriculum links: Literacy and English, Social Sciences
2 hours
£3.50 per pupil

Wild @ Abbotsford
Explore Scott’s Designed Landscape and its rich biodiversity focusing 
on woodland, meadow and river habitats. Discover the importance of 
nature and different habitats within an ecosystem through a variety of 
activities including: wildlife identification and recording, soil sampling and 
air quality studies. Please note activities may vary due to season and 
weather conditions. Suitable for S1 – S3 students.   

Curriculum links: Sciences, Numeracy 
Session available spring/summer
Timings are variable – please discuss at time of booking
£3.50 per pupil

Scott’s Imaginarium
Abbotsford is an incredible resource for fine art and design! From the 
gothic exterior bristling with battlements and ruinous carvings to the 
dark and mysterious interior crowded with artefacts, Abbotsford offers 
creative inspiration for young minds at every turn. We can help you plan 
a visit which incorporates a whistle-stop tour to get your bearings and 
then time for sketching indoors and outdoors. Our learning centre acts 
as your base and can be used to expand initial sketches into mixed-
media pieces or for larger-scale work. This session can be tied into  
a wide range of topics including the built environment, photography,  
textile design and portraiture.  

Curriculum links: Expressive Arts, Social Sciences
Timings are variable – please discuss at time of booking 
£3.50 per pupil

Secondary sessions SEN visits

Abbotsford welcomes pupils of all ages and abilities and especially those from SEN schools and 
units. Whether for a one-off visit or a block of visits, our experienced staff can help you plan a 
programme of activities to support pupils of different abilities. 
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Visitor Centre and play trail
Open all year  
(excl 25 & 26 December and 1 & 2 January)
1 November - 31 March, 10am - 4pm 
31 March - 31 October, 10am - 5pm

(Please note that earlier opening times can be  

arranged for pre-booked school groups only)

How to find us
Abbotsford is located near Melrose in the Scottish 
Borders and is easily accessible from Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Carlisle and Berwick. Tweedbank station is 
our closest train station. A way-marked pedestrian 
route takes approximately 25 minutes to walk. 
Further details of how to find us are available  
on our website. 

Contact us
For more information on visiting as a school or  
any of our activities for schools and teachers  
please contact the Learning team at:

Abbotsford, Melrose, TD6 9BQ

T: 01896 752 043
E: learning@scottsabbotsford.co.uk
www.scottsabbotsford.com

How to book
Download a school visit enquiry form at  
www.scottsabbotsford.com/learn or call our 
Learning team on 01896 752 043. Please note 
that all led sessions must be pre-booked and are 
subject to availability. Teachers booking a visit are 
entitled to two complimentary tickets to carry out 
a familiarisation visit with a colleague. Pre-booked 
groups have access to the learning centre facility 
for the secure storage of bags and coats and for 
packed lunches. For more details on how to book 
a visit please see the Learning pages at www.
scottsabbotsford.com/learn.

Travel subsidy
With generous support from Scottish and Southern 
Electric, we are able to subsidise the cost of coach 
hire up to a maximum of £100. Please download  
the Travel Subsidy Scheme guidelines at  
www.scottsabbotsford.com/learn.

Opening Hours
House and gardens
December - February (closed to the general public, 

pre-booked school groups only)

1 March - 31 March, 10am - 4pm
1 April - 31 October, 10am - 5pm
1 - 30 November, 10am - 4pm

(Please note that earlier opening times can be  

arranged for pre-booked school groups only)

Essential Information
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The Abbotsford Trust
Abbotsford

Melrose
Roxburghshire

TD6 9BQ

Tel: +44 (0)1896 752043
Email: learning@scottsabbotsford.co.uk

www.scottsabbotsford.com

The Abbotsford Trust is a registered 

Scottish Charity Reg No. SC037425
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